rn 


HE 1 * wh oundemn- 


T* © things relative to-religiaus worſhip, 


© © we ought to have direction from God, either 


denied that infant-baptiſm has the countenance 
| prove that the Adult-Baptizer has neither the 
be bas no reaſon to triumph over us, 

Theſe Gentlemen confeſs yore us, Ps the 


faith and religious practice; herein we are a- 


| who diſallows of infant 1 but allows and approves ob. 
adult-baptiſm. 


ing infant-baptiſm, is apt to ſay, 4 in 
* by precept or precedent.” With as good 
grace can we ſay the ſame thing; for if it is 


either of precept or precedent, we ate able to 


© one nor the other in his favour, So- far there- 


Seriptures are the only rule of the Chriſtian's 


| greed who then * be Judge of the rule ? a | 
| 7 


Bra By the Adulli- Baptixer, I would be underſtood to mean, one 


— —— — a — 4 —ͤ —u— 4 — — 
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they to judge for us? Or we for them? If 
neither caſe be admitted, but each muſt judge 
for-themſelves, the right of determination is 
then equal. And indeed ſuch is the nature of 
religion, that unleſs a man judgeth for himſelf, 
he cannot offer to God... a reaſonable ſervice. 


As the Scriptures are the only rule, on which 
the Chriſtian muſt form his belief and direct 
his practice, ſo the conſequences which each 
man draws, being the reſult of his own enqui- 
ry, theſe can be binding only upon himſelf; 
for he alone is anſwerable to God, and his own 
conſcience, if he has not uſed an honeſt dili- 
gence in the making of them; or if he acts upon 
them without full conviction of their truth and 
* e. 8. | 


The Adult-Baptizie, * th 1 
he has drawn, preſumes upon both precept and | 
precedent in ſupport of his practice. We, from 
the judgment made by us of the ſenſe of 
Scripture, conclude, that he has neither, and 
that our own practice is better warranted. Yet, 
in this we do not diſallow of his having a right. 
© draw his own concluſion; neither preſume 
ve to fit. in judgment upon him, becauſe of his 
thus differing from us, - 

We 


tor 


„ 


We know that Fe * of he e ItelleChual 
powers of one man, and the moral. ſenſe creat- 
ed from the divine light he receives, cannot be 
the ſtate of perception and moral ſenſe of ano- 
ther man. Therefore it muſt be inſolent in 
any, to judge another man's ſervant. 


We are, notwithſtanding this, branded 
with will. worſbip, ſuperſtition, and offering 
« firange fire. 


But where ever the moſt zealous are violating 
the laws of modeſty : and charity, we may con- 
ſider them as very improper den of bap- 
tiſm, in any (eas of the Inſtitution. 


11 would be well Bethe Churdh if all impoſi- 

tions and uncharitableneſs were baniſhed from a- 
mong Chriſtians, —If pride, arrogance, and every 
of the aſſuming airs of the Rabbi, were held 
in univerſal abhorrence, Till then, the true 
glory of our religion will remain eclipſed to 
the eye of the unbeliever; and every true 
Chriſtian will lament the deformity, Never- 
theleſs, in the preſent ſituation, he who dwells 
in love, dwells in God, and God in him; and I 


hope 


* See Dr, Gill on the divine right of _ rel en- 
mined. Page 116. | 
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| hope that, of every denomination of Chriſ- 
tians, there are many who hold the truth in 
tent. rh 


Some, within my own F who di. 
allow of infant-baptiſm, are men of amiable 
character, and * y deſerve the een of 

mankind, . 


/ 
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For the Uſe of al babe Barre, of every 
Denomination; that they may give a Rea- 
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with a truly Religious Intention. 
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therefore and diſciple all Nations, baptizing them — 
Matt. xxviii. * 19. 


62 * — 
: A 


— * . "di 


1 n 


LONDON. 


Publ by M. Coop ER, at the Globe in Neun . 
iſhed by Row. MDCC L. f 


[ Price Six - Pence. ] 


171 


PLAIN REASONS 
F OR 


INFANT- BAPTISM. 


| T Chriſtiin-baptiſin we en a 
religious application of water to a ſub- 
ject. 

There are ſeveral things which relate to 
Chriſtian- baptiſm. such as 


I. The authority on which the infitution Is | 
* nded. b 


II. The deſign and intention of it. 

III. Who are the proper ſubjects. 
IV. The mode or manner of baptizing. 

1 How 2 the inſtirution 1 is of force. 


| Of the abe on RY the inſtitution f is 
| founded. 


E. The Goſpel-biltory furdifheth ns wich a 
Sound of the authority; for Matthew tells us, 
chap. xxvni. 20. that 4 — Chriſt commanded 
his Apoſtles to go and diſci ple all nations, bap- 
* then.” Mars hi 0 bas it, chap. xvi. 

ye into all the — ant] preach the Gof- 
— toi every crraturt; he that 125 everh and is 
baptized 2 be "ſaved. 902 | 


This 


* „ FO 
This command was given after Chriſt's reſur- 
rection, which they were not to execute till after 


his aſcenſion to the right-hand of God; of 


which they would be informed by their receiving 
the gifts of the Spirit at Pentecſl. Which event 
gave them aſſurance that the commiſſion which 
they had from Jeſus, was wholly agreeable to 
the will of the Father. Nay, all men would 


have equal aſſurance of it, from the miraculous 


gifts being conferred on the ee 
the Apoſtles came ſpreading the knowledge of 
Chriſtianity, TS a rs hd 
St. Luke, in his hiſtory af the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, informs us of Apoſtles and apoſtolical 
men baptizing the converts to Chriſtianity. Thus 
plain and expreſs does the inſtitution of Baptiſm 
appear to be grounded on divine authoritj. 


- 


Of the deſign and intention of baptiſm. 


II. What might. be the de/ign and intention 
of baptiſm? And here we may premiſe, that 
Chriſt had a. right to declare his authority before 
his full inveſtiture, by giving inſtructions to his 
miniſters, how they ought to introduce his re- 
ligion. The ritual of baptiſin he intended to be 
an external monument of his authority, as it 


would anſwer theſe two pyrpoſcs, . 1. It would 


be a ſtanding teſtimony of the GoopN Ess of 
God, or bis fatherly regards to mankind, be- 


cauſe it initiated into a dodtrine and ſtate of 


remiſſion and life. Hence they were to baptize 
Father. 


4 
7114 


in the name of the Father, or of God, as 2 


[9] 
Father. Another: purpoſe which baptiſm was 


deſigned to anſwer 1s this, via. 2. To ſignify that 
the end of the Chriſtian religion, is to purify and 
exalt human nature to the utmoſt degree of rec- 
titade and perfection of which it is capable. 
Which two moral intentions are in ſupport of 
this monument of the divine authority of Je- 
ſus. Matthew's account therefore very perti- 
nently runs thus, Teſus came, and ſpake unto. 
them, ſaying, all power is given to me in heaven 
and in earth; go therefore diſciple all nations, bap= 
t12ing them. Conſequently, it ſhould ſeem that 
he intended baptiſm to be an open ſymbol, de- 
clarative of his dominion : fo that all who em- 
braced his doctrine, of every nation throughout 
the world, ſhould, by this ritual, be acknow- 
ledged and entered ſubjects or members of his 
Church or Kingdom“. 

It is not unnatural to ſuppoſe, that the riſen. 
Jeſus entring on his imperial rule, ſnould appoint 
baptiſm to initiate men and their families into 
his moral or ſpiritual Kingdom ; a Kingdom far 

B more 


* Might there not be an alluſion to the cuſtom of the Roman 
Empire, which appointed a Cenſus, taxation or regiſler to be 
made of all the perſons in the provinces that were added to the 
Empire? The bleſſed Jes himſelf, whilſt an infant, was thus 
enrolled, or regiſtred along with Mary and Jaſepb, a ſubject of 
that Empire, Fake i ii. beginning I pretend not to affirm, 
that it was deſigned; to be in imitation of any nation or people; 
which would be a thought much too low, to give a reaſon of 
this divine ordinance; but I intend by its having ſuch allu- 
' fion, that, in the reference, it throws great . contempt on 
thoſe civil inſtitations, which feed the luſts of men, Matt. xx. 
25 to 29, as it is deſigned to be the ſymbol of an empire, that is 
truly moral, ſpiritual and durable; againſt which the gates of 
bell or death ſhall not prevail. 


101 

more extenſive than that of Rame, ſince it 
would include families of all nations, through- 
out the habitable earth, and of all ages too to the 
end of the world. La, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the. age, I underſtand, age of the 
Chriſtianꝰ Church. With this ſentiment agrees the 
addreſs of Peter, As ii. 36, 33. Let all the houſe 
e, Iſrael know. aſſuredly, that God hath made that 
fame Teſus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Chrift—repent and be baptized every one of 
you, 80 likewiſe in his firſt epiſtle, chap. iii. 
ver. 21, 22, Whereunto the like figure baptiſin 
does: now fave. us by the reſurrettion of Teſus 
Cbriſt, who is gone into heaven, and is on the 
rigbt- band of God; angels, and authorities, and 
powers being made ſubject to bim. This yet 
farther appears, viz. that baptiſm was deſigned 
to be a ſymbol of Chriſt's. authority and domi- 
nion, from what our Lord gave in charge to 
his Apoſtles, even that they ſhould teach the 
. 2 adult- 


I reckon, that the age here, is to be diſtinguiſhed from the 
times of the ages, which Mr. Locke calls, the ſecular ages from 
the Fubilees, or great Epocha's during the Hebrew Chronolo- 
gv. And that the end of the age cannot be confined to the age of 

the Apoſtles ; becauſe they were to teach men to obſerve all things 

whatſoever he had commanded them ; therefore the encourage- 
ment from the promiſe of Chriſt's being with them, would be as 
needful to them who believed on Chriſt ebrough their word, as it 
would be to the Apoſtles themſelves. -— If it ſhould be under- 
ſtood only of the miraculous power, or that preſence of Chriſt 
atteſted by miracle, there is no need to ſuppoſe it extended farther 
than the apoſtolic age: — but if it means ſuch a preſence of 

Chriſt, as imports his being head over all things to his: Church, 
then it ſeems natural to underſtand the age to intend, the Chriſ- 
tian or laſt age of the world. This latter ſeems to be the true 

it of the -omile. -  _- | | 
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adult -K ba ptized, ro obſerve all things n 
be had commanded. " 
The manifeſt deſign and i intention of baptiſa, 


is t6 recognize the lordſhip and rule of Jeſus, by 


initiating into a oonſtitution of truth and grace: 


and it is declarative of the obligation Chrif- 


tians are under to obſerve all the laws and rules 
he has preſcribed to his ſubject . 
Baptizing into the name, fignifies into the 


authority of Jeſus: The ſubject of baptiſm is 


put under his government, care and direction. 
So the Iſraelites ꝛwere baptized unto Moſes, in 
the cloud, and in the ſea, 1 Cot, x. 2. 


This may be ſufficient to point out the de figs 


and intention of yr; en e 


0 
ain 


of the proper ſubjects of papel, 


III. Who are the proper ſubjects of baptifen? 


The anſwer ſeems to be, all who are converted 
to Chriſtianity together with their houſeholds; 
as alſo every of the future deſcendants of bap 
tized Chriſtians. | If we are determined by 
doctrine and practice of the Apoſtles, thus 


much ſurely may be concluded; for they de- 


clared, upon the faith of the bead of a family, 
that both be and ' his houſe might be ſaved," Als 
xvi. 31. that is to ſay, put under a ſaving con- 


ſtitution : ſo both the jayler and his houſhold 


were immediately baptized upon his profeſſing to 


—— Beſides, the houſhold of Lydia was 


ptized upon her faith. The hiſtorian only 


ment, * 5 7 . a_ 
eir 
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their baptiſm.— If theſe things were intended 
to give us any light, houſholds were entitled to 
baptiſm upon the faith of their heads. And this 
agrees with the antient meaſures of God with 
men, for Noah's family was ſaved upon his 
faith, Gen. viii. 16. And Rabab's family up- 
on her faith, Jaſb. vi. 1 .. 

To me it appears highly probable, that Cr:/- 
pus and Gaius, as well as Stephanas, were bap- 
tized with their houſholds at Corinth; for St. 
Paul having mentioned Criſpus and Gaius, adds, 
and I baptized alſo the houſhola of Stepbanas, 

1 Cor. i. 16. It has been ſaid, that the adult- 
baptizer is not obiiged to prove a negative, or 
that there were no infants in theſe houſholds; 
but this is a trifling evaſion; becauſe it is incum- 
bent upon bim to make good the affirmative, 
vis, that the houſholds conſiſted only of grown 
perſons, So that ſhould any ſay, we are not 
told there were young children, either in thoſe 
houſholds at Philippi, or in thoſe at Corinth; 
and that this ought to be proved, before any in- 
ference is drawn in favour of infant-baptiſm ? 
This would be a very unreaſonable demand; 
becauſe the probability lies wholly on that fide. 
Io ſuppoſe that young children made no part 
of any of the houſholds, is no better than a 
preſumption againſt the ordinary ſtate and con- 
dition of families and houſholdes. 

But upon the abſurd ſuppoſition that there 
was not one young child in any of the houſ- 
holds, would it thence follow, that if there 

had, their claim would not have been as good to 
. e baptiſm, 


1 13 1 | 
baptiſm, . in virtue of the faith of their parents, 
as that of the ſervants in virtue of. the faith of 


their maſters? — for the words ſpoken to the 


Jayler are expreſs, Believe on the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thine hauſe. 
It is not believe ye, but believe thou —and thou 
and thine houſe ſhalt be ſaved. . It is ſaid after- 
wards, that he ſet meat before them (Paul and 
Silas). and rejoiced with all his houſe, he be- 
lieving in God *, not they believing, but he PF. 

It was bis faith that gave his houſhold the right 
to baptiſm ; and his joy would occaſion that of 
his family, all being baptized by ſuch ſurpriſing 
men, as Paul and Silas did appear to be. 

That the infant- offspring of Chriſtians are the 
proper ſubjects of baptiſm, will perhaps be evi- 
dent under the following particulars. 

1, The Jeus, to whom the Goſpel was firſt 


preached, ever had their infant children includ- 


ed along with themſelves, under all the benefits 


and privileges of the Maſaic conſtitution and 


covenant, Nay, we read of a caſe wherein 
the adult of 1/rael were all, except wo, cut off 
from a covenant or promiſe made to that peo- 


| ple; and ſes their /:tfle - ones were allowed to 
take 


. * Sympſon, in his Lexicon, ſays, that this part. praet. is 
c of gig, which is of red, and is rendered, to commit, 
Stb, credo. Fobn ii. 24. he did not commit 3 unto 
<« them.” i. e. he could not truſt, or confide in them. So un- 


underſtood, the Jayler, by believing, did confide in, or pan | 


- himſelf to God, putting himſelf and his family under God's 
tection, in thus embracing the Chriſtian doQrine from the tres 
of his priſoners ; which is a natural ſenſe. 


+ Hape. Aus g, xd myanmarale AAYOIN METS EV- | 
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take poſſeſſion of the earthly Canaan, Numb. 
xiv. 28—34. And when Jeſhua had built an 
altar, he read the book of the law before all 
the congregation, with the women and che little 
ones, Joſh. viii. 35. Likewiſe when Jeboſba- 
phat proclaimed a La, Judab being in danger, 
2 Chron, xx. 13. All Fudah flood before the 
Lord with their LITTLE oNEs, their wives and 
their children. So Ezra, upon the return from 
Babylon, proclaimed a faſt, to. ſeek of God 4 
night way for themſebves, and their LITTLE 
7... ß ̃˙ o ES $554059.5" 
Theſe are internal evidences of its being the 
conſtitution of God; for children have ſuch an 
intimate relation to parents, and are ſo intereſt- 
ed in their affections, as parts of themſelves, that 
the eaſe and comfort of the parent, very much 
depends upon the eaſe and comfort, or the pro- 
viſion made for the welfare of the young off- 
ſpring.—Infants, under all civil governments, 
are ſuppoſed virtually to conſent to the legal act 
and deed of parents and guardians; and thereby 
Rand obliged to duty, as well as are entitled to 
privileges. For example, hereditary eſtates, or 


others ſettled upon them, may be ſubjected to 


the payment of debts, or other ſervices, which 
the civil conſtitution has made reaſonable. 

But inaſmuch. as there is ſuch an union, in 
nature, between children and their parents, God 
has not ſeparated their intereſts. in the promiles 
he has given to mankind; for infants have ever 
been included in the covenants God has made 
with men. It is not unſuitable to any 3 


* 5 
of God ſo far as we can ſee; but it is highly a- 
grecable to the divine wiſdom and goodneſs, and 
the law of nature, exemplified in the law and 
uſage of all civilized nations —And we are aſ- 


ſured of its harmony, with all his former diſ- 


penſations to families and nations, to whom he 
has revealed his will, and the purpoſes of his pro- 
vidence ; or, to his covenant-people, i. e. people, 
to whom he has made any promiſe. For God's 
covenant'is his prom:ſe ; of which he is the proper 


Angie Author. It is not the c, as is a com- 


pact or agreement between men; but the SiO 
the teſtament or promiſe; ſuch as that he gave 
to our firſt parents, and to Noah, and to Abra- 


ham. Even the future, unborn poſterity of man 
was to be concerned and interefted in the ſeed of 


the woman bruiſing the ſerpent's bead; and in the 
promiſe, that God would no more cr:ſe the 
ground for man's ſake; and in that, all the na- 


tions of the earth ſhould be bleſſed in the ſeed of 


Abraham. Yet neither Adam, nor Noah, nor 
Abraham were parties engaged in keeping the 


covenant'or promiſe; but God only was con- 


cerned in performing the covenant. 

In like manner ſtands the caſe under the Goſ- 
pel-covenant, which has promiſed that Jeſus 
ſhall raiſe the dead and judge the world. All 


die in Adam, all ſpall be made alive in 2 | 


It is therefore upon the ſame reaſon, that t 
Chriſtian has his infant- offspring included with 
himſelf, by a ritual that initiates into this con- 
ſtitution of grace and life. We are aſſured that 
both the male and female infants of the Jews 


were 


[ 16 ] 
were conſidered and treated as members and 
ſubjects of their polity ; from their having cer- 
tain rituals performed for them; ſuch as purifi- 
cations, ſacrifices, and circumciſion, ſee Lev. 
Xll, 6, 7, 8. rituals were uſed for both ſexes, 
tho circumciſion was only of the males. 

2. To ſuppoſe the infant - offspring of Chriſ- 
tians, not admitted into the ſame conſtitution 
with their parents, by a religious ritual, would 
be to conclude, that it has Jeſs conſulted the 
tendereſt and ſtrongeſt paſſions of human na- 
ture, the parental Storgè : or, that it falls ſhort 
of all other conſtitutions, divine or human. 

Some think that baptiſm did not come in the 
place of circumciſion. 

"When Chriſtianity was firſt publiſhed and 
ropapated, '* we may, ſays an ingenious pen &, 
naturally ſuppoſe it was adminiſtred to perſons 
of all ages, as well as of both ſexes. For as 
the males of Abrabam's houſhold were ciccum- 
ciſed together, he himſelf at 99 years old, his 
ſon Iſhmael at 13. So the houſhold of Chriſtians 
of whatever age. But to conclude, from the 
expreſs mention of adult perſons being baptized, 
that none elſe were, is to turn an accidental cir- 
cumſtancę into a ſtanding rule, juſt as the po- 
ſterity of mae! did, who circumciſed their 
children only at 13 years old, -becauſe 1/hmael 
himſelf happened to be circumciſed at that age. 
So Joſephus in his Jewiſh Antiq. B. 1. ch. 1 3. 
ſays, The Arabrans indeed are not circumci- 
ſed til the 212 4 as 2090 was, the: eee 
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*A MS. with which I > Fo by a learned friend. 
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of Abratum; by, his concubine, and the per- 

« ſon from whom they had their original. e 5. 
But what can be ſaid to St. Pauls reaſoning, 
1 many places, if baptiſm did not ſucceed in 
the room of circumciſion? particularly, Gal, 
ini. 26—end. How comes it to paſs that in 
"Chriſt Jeſus, there is now neither male nor fe- 
male? Could the apoſtle have any other 
meaning than that circumciſion had made a 
difference between male and female, which bap- 
tiſm has taken away. He could not with any 
truth ſay, what 1c Anti pædo- baptiſis would have 
him ſay, there is none neither adult, nor infant; 
becauſe infants bad been admitted under thelaw, 
as freely as the adult. His reaſoning is not intel 
ligible, if what J offer be not hismeaning; and if 
it be, then the ritual of baptiſm having removed 
that diſtinction, it ſucceeds to circumciſion, with 
a more extenſive application. Circumciſion had 
been a yoke on the neck of the diſciples, as it 
obliged them to an obſervance of the ceremonial 
law of Moſes.z but baptiſm. initiates into a better 
covenant, God having reſerved better 2 wa 
us, and for our children, And yet the 
had reaſon of joy in their conſtitutn, 3 
compared with the condition of the Pagan 
world; becauſe they had the law, the covenants, 
or the promiſes of the Meſſiah: but the Chriſ- 
tian inſtitution exceeds in glory, as the promiſes 
of God, are all yea and amen in Chril Jeſus, 
Life and immortality are now brought to light 
by the goſpel! So that the tender | parent may 
een his pense introduced into the 

"5. 
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moſt friendly conſtitution of God, by bap- 
tiſm. 8. W e e e 
3. If the apoſtles, thro their age, had bap- 
tized none but adult perſons, and had under- 
ſtood the inſtitution to exclude infants, it might 
juſtly be expected that ſuch a change and inno- 
vation made in the ſubjects of the initiating ri- 
tual, would have occaſioned very conſiderable 
commotions and diſturbances in the Church, 
when they firſt took place. But Church- hiſ- 
tory, thro' the three firſt centuries, is wholly 
filent as to any ſuch commotions, or the leaſt 
debate about it. On the contrary, it uniformly 
confeſſeth the baptiſm of infants. © 
Tord King, in his enquiry into the conſtitu- 
tion of the primitive Church, has given us an 
Account of the African Synod, in the year of 
Chriſt 2 54, upon which he declares, That 
© 1nfant-baptiſm is as clearly aſſerted in words 
« at length in the primitive writings, as any 
* thing can poffibly be” Mr. Well ſays, It 
e was neither introduced as a nbvelty, nor diſ- 


e puted. And that ſoppoſing the African bi- 


* ſhops 50 or 60 years old, it carries the prac- 
- «tice up to one hundred years after the death 
of St. Jobn; and for the firſt four hundred 
« years, only Tertuian and Gregory, adviſed 
*< the delay of infam-baptiſm in ſome. caſes ; 
e hut no ſociety of men are found fo thinking, 
* or fo prattiting.” Flory of Infent-Ba- 


Yiſm, pag. 523, 524. aer 

A MS. t which I. have before referred, 
bblerves, * That as to the queſtion, con- 
#334341 | 3 2 5 cerning 
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*<, cerning the antiquity of infant-baptiſin, 
* and whether it was practiſed by the pri- 
* mitive Church from the beginning, as an 
_ © apoſtolical or divine inſtitution, it muſt be a 
<* vain attempt in any man to go about to diſ- 
prove it; fince the Pelagians themſelves never 
« denied it, which undoubtedly 'they would 
* have done, when they were cloſely preſſed 


* with an argument from infant-baptiſm, if 
* they could have denied it conſiſtently with _ 


* honour and truth. Nay, ſo far from denying 
« it themſelves, they declared they never heard 
* of any that did deny it,” —W hat they debat- 
ed, was, the moral end and teaſon of the prac- 
tice, that it was not intended to waſh away ori- 
ginal Sin . Jertullian required infants to 


3, he baptized i in caſe of neceſſity, or danger of 


death; and grounded his opinicn upon the 


* words of Chriſt, John iii. 5; Origen ſpeaks 


« of it as grounded upon apoſtolical authority. 
* Clemens Alexandrinus makes mention of little 


4 children drawn out of the water. Jrenaeus | 


**. mentions infants being regenerated to God. 
5 Fuſtin Martyr mentions perſons being diſci- 
<< pled to God from their infancy ;| and ſpeaks 


of baptiſm as regeneration neceſſary forall. 


« And there are paſſages in Hermas, and Cle- 


nent  Romanus,, which prove infant-baptiſm 


e by good conſequente.” See Malls Hiſtory 
of Infant buptiſm, with the Defence. And 


e ee be. ri. * OW: A Gall only add 


ive} 12 potl al 4; 1 om 


7 wake lived about the middle, or later in the fourth Cen- 
. cotemporary with * erome and Auguſtine, 


=: a 
from! this MS. that, in truth, there i is no 
evidence in hiſtory, of any perſons diſuſing 
infant-baptiſm before the twelfth Century, 
** thoſe heretics that denied m ne 
only excepted,” 10 

Hlence it is evident, chat ne o ſuch Innovation 
of the ſubjects of baptiſin, which Adult- Bapti- 
⁊ers would infinuate, did take place: but in- 
fants had been baptized all along, and had the 
ſuffrage of the Apoſtles, - were jatended by the 
commiſſion they received from the Lord; and 
had it been otherwiſe, ſome very notorious con- 
troverſy muſt have enſued av the _ 8 
ths! apoſtolic practice. 

Nevertheleſs, tho' we ſhould: ** thi con- 
exow! for arguments ſake; ſuppoſe that all the 
firſt writers only mentioned bellevers baptiſm, or 
What is called adult; yet even this would con- 
elude nothing againſt infant baptiſm; becauſe 
many of the Palder were themſelves converted 
from Heatheniſm, and the world was but nor 
converting to Cbriſtianity. 80 that it was but 
teaſonal ile to expect that Clemens Romanus, Ig- 
natius, and Polyearp, ſhould; in their epiſtles 
40 the ehurches, level their exhortations. _ 
at the adult, than at the infant · baptized. 
Andi as to the controverſies of later 1865 a- 
bout baptiſm, however they have been conduct- 
ed, they determine nothing at all againſt the 
daptizing of infants; becauſe the excluſion of 
in fants can be no other than-a nobel practice. 

22 Had believers been-obliged to defer the ri- 
dus], and not BAL it. to „e Aden till of 


of | 1.4 16:21-p0o8Qule 
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adult age; one might have ceaſonably expected, 
that either ſome precept or precedent, or plain in- 


timation would have been given of it in the New 
Teſtament writings: yet there is no ſuch thing. 


On the contrary, the intimations are all in fa- 
your of infant baptiſm. Our Lord himſelf ex- 
preſſed indignation againſt his diſciples, becauſe 
they would; have hindred the people from bring- 


ing their little children to be bleſſed by him. 


He did take them up in his arms, and bleſs them. 
It bas been ſaid, that the children were 
probably diſegſed children, brought to him 
for cute But ſurely, nothing could be 
more abſurd; for there is not the leaſt probabi- 
Aar: that in ſuch caſes, the diſciples would have 
oppoſed their being brought; or, had they been 
diſeaſed, the hiſtorians, would not have omitted 
the mention of it. They were brought by their 
parents, in order that this divine perſon might 
expreſs his friendly regards to them. He did 


bleſs them, mazye avre . The word is never uſed 
for healing. They were capable ſubjects of his 


bleſſing, or he would not have bleſſed them: 
but if capable of his blefling, ſurely capable of 
a ritual that only. initiates into his Kingdom. — 


Can there be a more expreſs intimation of infants 


being the objects of divine favour ? Deny that 


they are, and vindicate who can, the wiſdom of : 


our Lord's conduct in bleſſing infants. = 
5. The commiſſion which Jeſus gave bis A 
poltles to baptize, does not exclude the infants 


f bekawer e egg BY, d Yaple all na- 


1 tions, 


„ 


1 41 > | Mark X. 13, * Matt xix. 13. 
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tions, baptizing them ; is antecedent to teaching 
them to. ee all things, We I have 
commanded. 
The word rendered, dt ;ſciple, wtdllwrall 1 4 
different word to that rendered, teaching, d. 
voile. There muſt be a different meaning, o- 
ther wiſe the ſame thing would be ſaid twice over 
in this ſhort inſtruction. Ang we may conceive 
a 2 the different intention, from the practice of 
the Apoſtles in admitting to baptiſm. They 
pabliched the doctrine of remiſſion in the name 
bf Jeſas, and ſupported this doctrine by miracles, 
healing all diſeaſes in his name; and upon men's 
giving credit to their miſſion, they baptized 
them and their houſholds: bat their being in- 
ftrufted and taught in the great principles and 
views of the Chriſtian ſcheme, was to ſucceed 
their being diſcipled and baptized: In the ſenſe 
Piven of the word, Jeſepb of Arimathea, is 
ealled a difcrple of Jetus, Matt. xxvli. $7,— 
Now altho the word is uſed to ſignify, both to 
learn and to teach, yet there are many places in 
the New Teſtament, where its being rendered 
learn, ſeems to have reference to what they had 
not yet underſtood: as Matt. xi 29. take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me. It intimates the 
beginning of an enquiry, chap. ix. 13. go, and 
learn what that means. xxiv. 32. Now learn a 
parable; and in 1 Cor. xiv. 3 5. Gal. iii. 2. It 
reſpects ſarther information as "to the extra- 
Ry; gifts, 
Hence I think it plain, that ah eee 
1 — 1980 our Lord to 3 the bringing of 
men 
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men into the ſtate and condition of diſciples" ; 
and the other word, didaſtein, ſigniſies to in- 
ſtruct and teach with authority, perſons who 
have avowed, or have been put under that au- 
thority. Thus the Apoſtles were to diſciple, by 
diſplaying the evidence of their divine miſſion in 
miracles; and upon the conviction of any, they 
baptized them. In this manner diſcipied, they 
were congregated in ſocieties and churches, and 
had ſubſequent inſtructions given them in all 
the great docttines of Chriſtianity, as they were 
able to receive them. For what did Simon Ma- 
gus and many others underſtand of Chriſtianity 
at the time of their baptiſm ? Nevertheleſs they 
were determined diſciples by it. The original 
commiſſion which the Apoſtles had to baptize, 
does by no means exclude infants, for they were 
as capable of being put into the ſtate and con- 
dition of diſciples, i. e. under the authority of 
Jeſus, as their' parents were capable of putting 
themſelves. And methinks, the term, all na- 
tions, is ' favourable to them; ; becauſe infants 
ever were included in the idea of nations, Nor 
is it likely that the ſame Jeſus who had taken 
little children up in his arms and bleſſed them, 
_ had faid that of ſuch is the kingdom of hea- 
,” ſhould ever cy to exclude them in this 
icon, | 
6. Baptiſm, denied to the Aschen of 
Chriſtians till of mature age, as it has nothing 
in the Scriptures to ſupport the practice, ſo it 
has ſome thing in experience to condemn it: 
for very few of thoſe who are thus educated, 


do 


[24 ] 
- ſubmit to the rite: hence one might juſtly 
prehend, that the inſtitution, in this fene of 
0 would ſoon be loſt in the church. Thoſe 
Jon who are fo baptized, ſeem to lay a ſtreſs 
it, as if it was the only true way of admiſ- 
po but if the ordinance was to be adminiſtred 
no other way, one might juſtly fear an univerſal 
diſtegard: or, if all Chriſtians treated the ritual, 
as the advocates for adult · baptiſm do, there 
would be but a very ſmall number of allowed 
. in Chriſt's viſible chu. 

7. A refuſal of baptiſm to the children of 
Chiifians till of mature age, has uſually ſuch 
defenſive reaſons aſſigned, which do not preſerve 
the proper diĩſtinction of the two poſitive rites. 
The uſe of baptiſm is ſaid to anſwer a good 
1 conſcience towards God, to repreſent the ſuf- 
«© ferings, burial, and reſurrection of Chriſt.“ 
But this is to confound the two rituals. And the 
miſtake ſeems to be owing to want of atten- 
tion: for it is cuſtomary with the Apoſtles to 
ſpeak of Cbriſtianity in general, with alluſion 
either to the 1%, or the death, or the reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt. The deſign of baptiſm rather 
ſeems to be an external acknowledgment of 
Ohriſt's authority, and an initiatory ritual into 
his kingdom. The other. Chriſtian rite is pro- 

rly a monument of the fact of Chriſts 
3 ſufferings and death. At 
ene either is — as ſome bave 8 

« the diſtinguiſhing badge of the Goſpel- ſeed of 
„ Chriſt, or of ſuch who: are dead to fin and 
alive to righteouſneſs. For, whatever jt 
. ſhould 


[ 25 ] 
ſhould be, there are too many, in all ages, who 
rove that it is no ſuch diſtinguiſhing badge. It 
initiates into a conſtitution of divine love and 
grace, and intitles to the privileges and inimu- 
nities thereof ; though it depends on the ſubject, 
what uſe and advantage he will gain from them. 

We agree with the Adult-Baptizers, in that, 
where ever the Goſpel is preached to Infidels, 
there ſhould be an open profeſſion of the faith, 
of thoſe who defire baptiſm, and that they re- 
nounce their idolatries : but we are of opinion, 
and think we have good authority for it, that 
converts to Chriſtianity ſhould be baptized with 
their houſholds. We reckon upon fatth and re- 
pentance as pre-requilites to baptiſm in vicious 
Pagans, Turks, and Jews who embrace the 
Goſpel : but we do not think theſe to be requi- 
ſite qualifications in perſons who have feared God, 
and kept his commandments, tho' they have 
been. Few or Gentile proſelytes. And we are 
ſapported in this opinion, from the Eunuch's 
being qualified for baptiſm, only from his pro- 
feſſing to believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of 
God, Acts viii. 37. There is nothing of repent- 
ance mentioned; for he appears to have been a 
devout proſelyte. The ſame thing may be af- 
firmed of Cornelius and of his houſe, who were 
devout perſons, As x. 2. theſe, Peter com- 
manded ſhould be baptized with water, ver. 48. 
Lydia is another "ar tag Hence, faith only 
in Chriſt was required of good perſons whoem- 
braced the Goſpel ;—but both faith and repent- 
| ance were requiſite in bad perſons; as in the 
wicked murtherers of 5 Lord, Acts ii. 37, 

WOT: | 38, 


1 
38,—here one may reaſonably aſk, how is bap- 
tiſm the profeſſion of a man's faith and repent- 
ance, who has been educated from 'a child in 
the principles and profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; 
and who has for a courſe of years been be- 
having in character as a Chriſtian? — I muſt 
fay, 1 ant not able to ſee how it can be, 
8. St, Paul has ſpoken of the Chriſtian's chil- 
dren as Holy, on account of his faith; and thence 
we may ſafely infer their right to baptiſm. See 1 
Cor. vil 14. For the unbelieving buſband is ſanctified 
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is ſanctiſied 
the buſband, elſe were you children unclean ; but 
now they are holy. So that we conclude, they have 
widely miſtaken the ſenſe of the text, who un- 
derſtand it of a matrimonial holineſs : becauſe if 
both huſband and wife remained unbelievers, that 
could no way affect their matrimonial holineſs. 
And what if the Fews did uſe the word, Ka- 
daſb, both to expreſs ſanttifying and efpouſing a 
wife or huſband ? it is nothing at all to the pur- 
poſe. But it ſhould be ot that either the A- 
poſtle, or at leaſt ſome good Greek writers, have 
uſed the word, Hagios, in the ſame ſenſe of eſ- 
poufing : yet if this could be ſhewn, it would 
avail no more in ſettling the ſenſe of this text ; 
becauſe it is the believer that ſanctifies the un- 
believer.— 80 that the unbelieving wife would 
have a tight to baptiſm, in virtue of the huſ- 
band's faith, if ſhe would not refuſe it ; and 
likewiſe to the privileges of Chriſtian inſtruction. 
And were it not fo, their children would be un- 
clean, i. e. in no better condition, than that of 
the Pagan offspring. But this not being the ys 
E : N ; . t ey 


„ 
they now are holy, and muſt be treated as ſuch, on 
account of either parent having become aChriſtian, 
If it reſpected a matrimonial holineſs, St. 
Paul's reaſoning would be very impertinent; 


and he might as truly have ſaid, that the be- 


lieving huſband is ſanctified by the anbelieving 
wife, and the believing wife by the unbelieving 
huſband, &c,—Yet, who will preſume to fay 
that St. Paul could have ſaid this ? The holi- 
neſs which he ſpeaketh of, is relative to nothing 
elſe but the faith of the Chriſtian parent: and 
he or ſhe were encouraged fo to look upon his or 
her children, even as holy. bg 


With this compare, Acts ii. 39. For the pro 


miſe is to you, and to your children. — The promiſe 


ſeems here to be put for the Goſpel with all its 
privileges; into which conſtitution both they 
and their children might be initiated by bap- 
tiſm *. And there is not any thing that could 


have been more ſuitable and affecting than 


this declaration; as may be {cen whilſt we gon; 
ſider this Jew audience as pierced to the heart, 
becauſe of the hand they had had in the cru- 
cifixion of Jeſus, whoſe blood they had impre- 
cated uon tbemſelves and their children! Matt. 

8 xxvü. 


* Tam opinion, that the promi/e here, muſt be underſtood in 


this extenſive ſenſe : for tho ſome learned men have thought it 
ſhould be limitted to the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, before mentioned; 


yet it ſeems more natural to underſtand it of the grace of the Goſ- 
pel ; of which they who heard him ſhould have the miraculous 


evidence, The ſubjects of the A appear too extenſive for 
y they, but their children,. 


that miraculous beſtowment ; not on 
and all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our G ſhall 


call, Which expreſſions moſt probably were deſigned to include. 


Chriſtians of ali ages and nations | | 
I cannot underſtand it,” of their all receiving the miraculous 
gifts, but the gif? of Gd atteſted by miracle, tne Goſpel benefit. 
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xxvii. 25, What could have been more friend- 
ly and compaſſionate in St, Peter, whilſt ſeeing 
the anguiſh of their ſpirits, and all the ſigns of 
horror in the countenances of the Aſſembly, than 
to exhort them to repent, and be baptized eve- 
ry one of them, for the remiſſion of ſins; aſ- 
ſuring them, that the promiſe was both to them 
and to their children! This was going to the 
bottom of the wound, then pouring the balmy oil 
_ of conſolation, which alone could heal it. And they 
could not but perceive, that as they had imprecated 
a curſe upon themſelves and their children; the 
way of eſcaping the vengeance or guilt of it, was, 
by their repenting, and being baptized toge- 
ther with their children for the remiſion of fins. 
We think this the moſt natural and obvious 
ſenſe of the pafſage.—* There is, ſays one, a 
e change of number and perſon, in theſe words 
* of the Apoſtle, repent ye, and let every one 
% of you be. baptized, 1. e. yours with you; 
« and it follows, for the promiſe is to you and 
year con 7 O77 IT” 
We may add, that St. Paul has not only thus 
ſtiled the children of the believer, holy; but he 
enjoins 'all Chriſtian-parents to treat them as 
ſuch, by bringing them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the:Lord, Eph. vi. 4. This very in- 
junction conſiders them, in their age of tuition, 
as the ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, abliged to 
be educated in all the laws of it; or in princi- 
/ ples of yeneration, loyalty and allegiance to this 
one Lord.——But if we conſider them as thus 
educated, we may reaſonably allow them to have 
had the baptiſmal admiſſion into that kingdom. : 
33 | 9.1 
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9. If the exalted Jeſus be made head over all 


things to bis Church, we ſhould not exclude his 


princely care over the infant- offspring of his believ- 
ing members: for, from the children of Chriſ- 
tians; muſt chiefly ariſe the perpetual ſucceſſion of 
His ſubjects. We know not what all that implies, 

in the infants of believers being under the care of 
Jeſus; more peculiarly ſo, as put under his protec- 


tion by baptiſm, entered as parts and members 


of his charch and kingdom: in that he, as the 


miniſter of God, will have an eye to their in- 


tereſts ! And th& in their infancy they may be 
removed by death, if they are allowed to be of 


the all who die in Adam, they will be of the. 


all who ſhall be made. ha in Chriſt. —But 


ſhould the infants of Chriſtians be allowed the de- 


poſite of Jeſus when removed by death, the rea- 
ſon appears to us more obvious ; inaſmuch as be- 


cauſe his church is to be ſupplied by them, or from 


them in all ages, it is highly probable that there 
are now ſuch friendly interpoſals in their behalf, 


as beſt ſuit the character and office of him, 


whom God has conſtituted Lord of all. 
that ſhould any aſk for an explanation; ol 
 fay, what advantage bath the Chriſttan offspring ? 


Or, what profit in baptiſm? We may be in- 


Rructed to anſwer by St. Paul, much every way : 
chiefly, becauſe unto them will be committed the 


oracles of God,—— Many advantages may accrue 


to children in their infant ſtate, from God's pro- 
vidence, under the miniſtrations of Jeſus : there 
appears no impropriety in ſuppoſing them to 
receive from the womb various benefits of his 
tule and dominion,— g | 
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It bas been aſked, © If any might be bap- 

e tized in infancy, why. not Chriſt himſelf 
* whoſe example was to be a pattern to his fol- 
< lowers?” But the weakneſs of this queſtion 
at once appears by another, viz. Who muſt have 
baptized him? If Joln the Baptiſt; he was but 
_ fix months old, when the infant Jeſus was born. 
Yet the infant Jeſus, becauſe he was born under 
the law, was circumciſed : and ſo may be con- 
fidered as a pattern of imitation in our apply- 
ing the initiating ritual of baptiſm. 

The above conſiderations, may ſerve to ſhew, 
that the infants of Chriſtians are the proper ſub- 
Le of baptiſm, 


Of the mode of baptiſm, 


IV. Weare to euquire into the mode or man- 
ver of baptizing, Elementary, material water was 
uſed by the harbinger, to baptize men into the 
belief of the approaching kingdom of the 
Mefliah. Water was likewiſe uſed by the A- 
poſtles, in their baptizing men into the name of 
the exalted Jeſus. After perſons had received 
the Holy Ghoſt, Peter commanded that they 
ſhould be baptized with water, As x. 47, 48. 
Chriſtian-baptiſm was performed by the ap- 
plication of water to a body, the ſubject of bap- 
um. 

As to the quantity of water, and whether uſed 
by ſprinkling, pouring, or plunging, has been 
matter of much debate among Chriſtians. Many 
have thought it was originally by plupgiog : 
which they have concluded from the horbinger's 
baptizing in or near Jordan; and where there 
were 


. 
were many waters, as at Enon; and from the 
Eunuch and Philip going down into the water, 
and coming up from the water ; moreover, as 
they will have plunging to be the firſt ſenſe of 
the Greek word, rendered, baptize. . 
Several things may be offered as objections to 
this ſenſe of the mode: as, 1. The laws of de- 
cency forbid that any miniſter of the true reli- 
gion baptize men, much more women, much 
more baptize them in crowds, naked. It is not 
likely that the Chriſtian ritual ſhould have any 
one circumſtance belonging to it, that would 
introduce a difficulty or inconvenience in the 
univerſal adminiſtration of it. e. g. when three 
thouſand were converted by the Apoſtle's preach- 
ing and immediately baptized, they muſt either 
have been plunged in the dreſs they were in, of 
have ſtripped off their clothes; neither of which 
is at all probable : but by ſbringling them, no 
indecency or inconveniency would 'accrue. 
For men to plunge women either naked, or 
* in a fingle garment, has not a decent ap- 
e pearance : neither is it likely that the Goſ- 
«« pel could have inſtituted a ritual that ſhould 
« appear ſcarcely conſiſtent with the moral.” 
The Scripture- precedents brought for immer- 
ſion are but conjectural, and ſeem improbable : 
for none of the texts will determine the d 
of the water, nor the quantity made uſe of. The 
actions of going into water and coming out, by 
no means conclude for plunging. | 
Should the queſtion be aſked, why Joln bap- 
tized in Jordan, or in the rivulets of Jordan? 
or in the divers ſtreams and rivulets of water, 
N . 8 that 
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that divided themſelves to the ſeveral parts? (the 
a dura) one might reply, he did it very pro- 
perly; ; becauſe by baptizing with the waters of 
the river he conformed to the Moſaic law, which 
required running water for purification, Lev. 
' Xiv. 5, 6. and thereby prevented any Fewi/h 
prejudice that might otherwiſe have ariſen againſt 
his baptiſm. And alſo, as I conjecture, it did 
fitly repreſent emblematically the coming king- 
dom of the Meſſiah, which, like to the river 
Jordan, would not be confined to the limits of 
Fudea. For Jordan had not only a communi- 
cation with the Dead Sea ſouthward," but with 
the Sea of Galilee, and extended near to the 
mountains of Libanus northward. 

Alfter our Lord's aſcenſion, when the com- 
million of the Apoſtles had been ratified 
and confirmed by the gifts of the Spitit, theſe 
figures and hypes gave way; and water was ſuffi- 
cient, tho' found only in the houſe of the jayler 


7 2p Pbilippi, or in that of Cornelius at Carta 


2. The Jews had not fo uſed the water of ſe- 
paration or purification, for the prieſt never 
plunged ; he only ſprinkled the unclean. The 
ly perſon was to cleanſe himſelf, by waſh- 
| Lev. xiv. 2—10. ch. xv. 16. And the 
SY if defiled, was to Ib himſelf „Lev. xvi. 
4, 24. comp. xvii. 16. xxii. 6. All the prieſt 


did to the unclean, was to ſprinkle him ſeven 


times, ch. xiv, 6. And methinks, one would 
not willingly ſuppoſe that the moral inſtruction, 
hinted by this Me/azc appointment, is weakned 
under the goſpel. The Jew-prieſt could only 
| cleanſe, or ſanctify een, in the eye 4 | 

that 
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that conſtitution ; but it was the great buſineſs of 
the man himſelf, to ſee the moral purification 
and cleanſing of his whole perfon.---And ſurely 
the office of the baptizer cannot preſume to do 
that for the baptized, which is to be the buſi- 
neſs of his whole life, who is initiated into this 
conſtitution, Plunging i is too extenſive a ſym- 
bol, as it ſtands to image the man's preſent.com- 
plete or entire ſanctification. The Few prieſt. 
plunged no man; but the entire waſhing was to 
be the. unclean, perſon's cu act and deed. 
Want of care in not diſtinguiſhing the wa- 

ter of purification applied by the prieſt, from 

the unclean. perſon's waſhing of himſelf, has 
occaſioned much needleſs debate. But it is not. 
at all likely that John the Baptiſt, a Jeu prieſt, ' 
or who was the ſon. of a prieſt, ſhould do any 
other in his baptizing, than apply water accord- 
ing to the law of the Pena. which wy by 


ſprinkling *. As 


A learned friend has r * Ecel efiafticu's i d 
Sepdy, Daniel's edit. ch. xxxiv. ver, 25.  BeT|tGouey®» amo, 
vexpob, &c. compared with Numb. xix. 11, Sc. that the word 

in queſtion is uſed, B. C not Baie; and looking into Numb. 
we ſhall find that this was the act of another, the ſprinkling of 
the water of ſeparation, his own act was to waſh himſelf after the 
other had ſprinkled him. There is the greateſt ſtreſs laid on the 
water of ſeparation; and conſequently this Banga Was 
made by ſprinkling, not plunging. | 


In the tranſlation, a 
He that waſbeth himſelf after the touching of 4 dad bub. Pl 
| he touch it again, what availeth his waſhing ? 
! Here is no Greek word for hiinſe/f, nor for touching in the for 
[ mer part of the verſe j the latter: muſt be implied ———-. 
He that is baptized after the touching the dead. 
EE What is this baptiſm ? It is plain from Numbers, that the 5 
| greateſt virtue is aſcribed to the ſprinkling of the water of ſepara - 
tion, done by another perſon, tho the perſon ſprinleled was not 
ö | to omit the waſhing of himſelf; © 
f He that is Os i. e. ee with the water of _ 
t tion, & c. 2 E ' 
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' *: Perronet's Defence of Infant baptiſn. 


0} 
As to the word rendered, baptize, this, pro- 
perly ſignifies the applying of water to a body; 
and has been ſhewn by many to be ſo uſed both 
by the ſacred and prophane writers; and to in- 


tend ſprinkling and pouring. Even Dr. Gale 


has cited authorities which ſhew ſuch uſage of 
the word, as affuſion and ſprinkling.--But it is 
a juſt obſervation, that if we would underſtand 
the ſenſe of the New Teſtament writers in 
words of ambiguous meaning, we ſhould con- 
ſider them as Jews, and uſed to the idioms and 
cuſtoms of that people *. . 
It is true, that the Apoſtle Paul has ſome- 
times ſpoken of baptiſm in metaphorical lan- 


guage ; ſuch as our being Buried with Chriſt in 


baptiſm, and being baptized into his death, Rom. 
vi. 4. Col. ii. 12,---Yet theſe expreſſions do no 
more infer plunging, than that of the Maelites 
being baptized unto Nies, in the cloud and in 
the ſea did. Or, becauſe it is ſaid, that the body 
of Nebuchadnezzar was wer with the dew of 
heayen, that therefore it was wet by plunging : 


for water was applied to his body, and not his 


body to water, Dan. iv. 33. and yet the word 
there uſed by the LXX, is not baptizo, but 


' bapto, the dew deſcended upon him.---There is 


a prophecy of Chriſt, that he ſhall ſprinkle all 

nations, J. lii. 15. comp. Ezek. xxxvi. 25, and 
ſprinkle clean water upon them, (ease & vas 
v S gor vdwe.) and the blood of Chriſt is called, 
the blood of ſprinkling, Heb. xii. 24, 1 Pet. i. 2. 
The Apoſtle does not therefore ſeem to have had 
an idea of men's plunging in water at their wy 

6 „ . 
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Ulm as proper to repreſent the blood of forink- 
ling. But the figure of being buried with Chriſt 
in baptiſm, plainly intends, the obligation which 
men are under to die to ſin; and ſo it is that their 
living to righteouſneſs, an lwers to his reſurrec- 
tion 3 the dead, as they thereby are living to 
God. 
Mr. Pierce has a good criticiſm, viz. © that 
the word Barlow Or rather Banlwua, is never 
uſed but of the Feuiſb waſhings ; except when a 
proper initiatary baptiſm is intended, or a me- 
taphorical baptiſm, which is a kind of i initiation, 
(as Luke xii. 50. comp. Matt. xx. 22, 23. ) that 
then the word Bar]oue, and that in the fingu- 
lar number is . conſtantly uſed; and the Berg 
por dan, the doctrine of baptiſms, Heb. vi. 2. is 
entirely to be underſtood of the Jewiſb waſhings.” 
See his paraphraſe on the place, note (2.) 
It is not to be wondered at, that ſome have 
been found ſtraining figures to a literal interpre- 
tation, and ſo have baptized men naked &. St. Pe- 
ter, in the heat of his zeal was for being waſhed 
all. over, when his Lord had only mentioned his 
feet; but to correct Peter, he tells him, that be 
who 1s waſhed, i. e. who is ſpiritually clean, need 
not, ſave to waſh his feet, John xiii. 10. -But the 
quantity of water is not eſſential; for baptiſm 
does not ſave by the putting away the filth of the 
feſb. It muſt then be the putting away the filth 
of the ſpirit, in all the baptized-adult ; and 
ſprinkling or pouring of water is wann to be 
made the ſymbol of purity. 
E 2 of 


1 Vaſfus ſpeaks of ao as 1 by. im- 
«« merſion, he fays, they were wont to be baptized, aſcia 


«a I cincti qualem Piftores adbibere * pudoris cauſa.” 


—— I — ——————ʃß — Anne 
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| Of the continuance of baptiſm. 5 


v. We are to enquire how long the inſtitu, 
tion of water- baptiſm is deſigned to continue in 
force. It does not appear that any Chriſtian 
in former times, or in the earlier ages of the 
church ever once doubted, or called in queſtion 
the perpetual obligation of this appointment of 
Chriſt, ' Nevertheleſs, tho? all antiquity is in 
favour of the perpetuity of the inſtitation ; yet, 
ſome have thought that only the firſt converts to 


Chriſtianity being baptized, this was ſufficient 


for all their esel after them, remainin 
Chriſtians but there is not any ching that ; 
can find, in favour of this hypotheſis. 

On the other hand, if baptiſm be conſidered 
as the monument of a fact, viz. that of Chriſt's 
inveſtiture with ſovereign dominion, and fo an 
initiating ritual into his kingdom, then there 
will remain the ſame reaſon for it in one age, as 
in another; becauſe it is an open acknowledg- 
ment of the extent of his dominion among men. 
And whilſt there are numbers who reject the 
goſpel; there will be a propriety: in obſerving 
the ritual-which he has appointed, as a confeſ- 
ſion of his being the only Lord and Iv giver of 
Chriſtians, yy 

The contincgnce of che ritual 11 g alive the 
credibility of the fact, viz. F all power being 
given to Foſus both in heaven and earth ; foral- 
much as it could never have obtained an univer- 


El religious celebration, if the fact had not been 
tous on which the inflitution is Edd, 


Thus, 


1 

Thus, whilſt we are conſidering the perpe⸗ 
tuity of the inſtitution, we are led to diſcern the 
ſimplicity, plainneſs, and great meaning that there 
is in it: water is a ſymbol of purity, Hence, 
when it is religiouſly applied, the baptized ſubs 
ject is obliged to purity ; he being a ſubject of 
God's kingdom under Jeſus. - And in the appli- 
cation of it to the infant-offspring of Chriſtians; 
they are ſuppoſed to be put under the ſame 
protection, and lieus os. mains WE their 
parents. 
If they are left orphans, deſtitute add helpleſs; ; 
Chriſtians, by the ſpirit of their religion, are, in 
duty bound, to ſee them educated in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. No child, grown 
up to maturity of age and judgment, can rea- 
ſonably be offended, that his parents or guardi- 
ans thus treated bim as boly ; ; ſince his baptiſm 
did enter him into a / conſtitution ' of truth 
and grace, which exceeds all other inſtitutions 
of 1 M5064 Should he diſown and reject the 
obligations ariſing from thence, he muſt difco- 
ver great difingenuity and ingratitude. And yet, 
if he would reap the benefits and privileges of 
this conſtitution in their utmoſt extent, he muſt 
make a proper, diligent uſe and improvement of 
his Chriſtian- education; and dutifully attend to 
all the ſtatute laws of this knpdem.- + 44419 

I can think but of one thing more- that is 
needful to be noticed; and that is, St. Paus 
thanking God, be bad baptized none of the C- 
rintbians, but ſuch and ſuch: and his aſſigning 
this reaſon for it, viz. Chriſt ſent bim not to bap- 
Mae, but to preach the goſpel, 1 Cor. i. 14, 17. 


L. e. 


1 
i. e. not /o much to baptize, as to preach, comp. 
Matt. xii. 7. Jobn vi. 27. vii. 19. where this 


manner of ſpeech is uſed. 


Any one may ſee that the Apoſtle "I ep com- 


parutively, and intended to be underſtood, that 


his principal buſineſs was to preach; for he can- 
not mean that 5apþ/12ing was no part of his office. 
The very reafon why he thanks God that he had 
baptized but few, was, becauſe the Chriſtians at 
Corinth had formed ſects and parties, under the 
names of the perſons who had baptized them. 
One ſaid, he was of Paul: another, he was of 
Abpolles : another, he was of Peter : another, he 
was of Chrift. ——Probably, ſome of the falſe 
teachers had pretended to immediate revelations, 
inſpirations, and authority from Chriſt, indepen- 


dent on the ſuffrage of any one of the Apo- 


ſtles. There were judaizing teachers, who pre- 
ſumed to underſtand more perfectly the mind of 
Chriſt, than 3t. Paul did: as ſhould appear 
from 1 Cor. ii. 16. and from the general deſign 
of his epiſtles to this church. The party bap- 
tized by the falſe apoſtle, moſt likely were thoſc 
who ſaid, they were of Chrift, in oppoſition, to 
thoſe who had been baptized by Paul, Apollbs, 
or Peter; for Chriſt himſelf never baptized any. 
This occafioned St. Paul's ſpeaking thus of bap- 


tiſm, as ene a ching of ſmall im- 


tance. 

Thus underſtood, Gn is no real contempt 
expreſſed by this Apoſtle, in his thanking God, 
that he had baptized but a few, families among 
them. For the reaſon is, left they ſhould have 
ag of him, what was applicable to the falſe A- 
PL | poll, 
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MY viz, that he baptized in his own name. 

Baptiſm was no more than the ritual that initi- 

| ated into the churdh of Chriſt, and might be 
performed by any Evangeliſt: whereas the goſ- 
pel was to be ſpread, and the churches edified 
and confirmed by his delivering the whole coun- 
ſel of God, in his preaching. | 

An uſeful inſtruction to all Chriſtians, not to 

lay any ſtreſs upon the perſon who baptized them; 
neither to conſider themſelves as baptized into 
any name or party; but only into the name of 
Chriſt; and into his church, which includes all 
good Chriſtians every where, throughout the 
world. For neither is Chriſt, nor his church di- 
vided. It is but one body, and has but one head. 
A conſideration that would give brotherly love its 
true ſcope and compaſs, and 10 0 all n 
zeal among Chriſtians. 


The uſe to be made of baptiſe, "ge 


That we apply it to our children, in obedi- 
ence to the authority of Jeſus, and in acknow- 
ledgment of that dominion, which God the Fa- 
ther has aſſigned him. 

That we own thankfully the grace and love 
of the Father, in thus admitting ours with us in- 
to a conſtitution of mercy, whereby we are 
compleat in him, who is our head: ſince he has 
opened to us all the purpoſes and deſigns of God, 
relative both to our duty and toour intereſt That 
as we would train and educate our children in 
all the Chriſtian principles of piety. and virtue ; 
ſo we take heed to ourſelves, that we give them 

9 of the good effects of our Chriſtian 
. profeſ- 


40 
d „ in aur! own ang piety; wiſhes 
and charity. 1 

That ſince he objects of dur faith and hope. 
are, the preſent conduct of God's providence and 
His Kent favours, under the adminiſtrations of 
| Jeſus 3 we ought to o found in the due exerciſe 
of theſe graces, in order to their giving as cou- 
rage; ſtrength, patiepce, and relignatgon, during 
all the allotments of evil: as well as in mo- 


. derating all our deſſtes, purſuits, and: enjoy- 
ments. of war <4 Chtiſtian parents do vir- 
by 


tually acknowi the obſervance of this 
ritual, an obligation ſo treat their infant · offspring 
as creatures deſigned-for a voluntary allegiance 
to Jeſus; becauſe it is a proper way of ſhewing 
chat they ſupremely - honour the Father. And 
hence patents will ſee it theit incumbent duty to 


inculcate early on the infant mind, notions of... 


God the moſt aimable and engaging ! 

But ãnaſmuch as precept and Aan will 
ayail little, unleſs they beg enforced by example, 
it Will be requiſite that all Chriftian-parents do. 
_ themſelves fo receive the grace or favout of God, 
that is, the goſpel, as to deny all ungodlineſs, 
2 worldly luſts; and live ſoberly, righteouſly, 

and godly in this preſent evil world; looking for 


that bleſſed: hope, and the glorious appearing of 


the great God, and of our Saviour Jeſus. Chriſt-: 
who gave himſelf for us, chat he might redeem. 
us from all iniquity, and purify uinto hg 'A 
e people, en WE, e 8 | 
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